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Deuteronomy 4:15-18
 ךותמ ברחב םכילא קוקי רבד םויב הנומת לכ םתיאר אל יכ םכיתשפנל דאמ םתרמשנו )וט(
 לכ תינבת )זי( :הבקנ וא רכז תינבת למס לכ תנומת לספ םכל םתישעו ןותחשת ןפ )זט( :שאה
 המדאב שמר לכ תינבת )חי( :םימשב ףועת רשא ףנכ רופצ לכ תינבת ץראב רשא המהב
:ץראל תחתמ םימב רשא הגד לכ תינבת

15 For your own sake, therefore, be most careful -- since you saw no shape when the 
LORD your God spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire --  16 not to act wickedly and make 
for yourselves a sculptured image in any likeness whatever: the form of a man or a 
woman,  17 the form of any beast on earth, the form of any winged bird that flies in the 
sky,  18 the form of anything that creeps on the ground, the form of any fish that is in the 
waters below the earth.

Exodus 21:19-20
 םא )טי( :בכשמל לפנו תומי אלו ףרגאב וא ןבאב והער תא שיא הכהו םישנא ןבירי יכו )חי(
 :אפרי אפרו ןתי ותבש קר הכמה הקנו ותנעשמ לע ץוחב ךלהתהו םוקי

18 When men quarrel and one strikes the other with stone or fist, and he does not die but 
has to take to his bed --  19 if he then gets up and walks outdoors upon his staff, the 
assailant shall go unpunished, except that he must pay for his idleness and his cure.
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Shulhan Arukh Yoreh Deah 116:5
 תחת ודי ספ ןתי אלו .ןיחש יכומ לש שבי קור ןהילע שי אמש ,ויפב תועמ ןתילמ רהזיל ךירצ
 ןתי אלו .העיזה ינפמ ,יחשה תחת םחל רככ ןתי אלו .ער םסב וא ערוצמב ודי עגנ אמש ,ויחש
 גורתא ךותב ןיכס ץועני אלו .םהילע הרוש הער חורש ינפמ ,הטמה תחת םיקשמ אלו לישבת
 ידיל  םיאיבמה םירבד לכמ רהזי ןכו :הגה.תומיו ,הדוח לע םדא לופי אמש ,ןונצ ךותב וא
 ךליל רוסא ןכלו ,רוסיא קפסלמ הנכס קפסל רתוי שוחל שיו ארוסיאמ ארימח אתנכס יכ ,הנכס
 הלילב תורהנה ןמ םימ תותשל ורסא ןכו ,הלילב ידיחי וא יוטנ ריק תחת ומכ הנכס םוקמ לכב
 דוע .…(ם"במר( הנכס ששח ןהב שי ולא םירבד יכ ,תותשל םימה חולק לע ויפ חינהל וא
 ופוסב אלו ,רבדה תלחתב ריעה ןמ תאצל שיו ,ריעב רבדשכ ריעה ןמ חורבל שיש ובתכ
 םהמ קחרי ושפנ רמושו ,הנכס םושמ םה םירבדה ולא לכו .)/א"מ/ ה"ל 'יס ל"ירהמ תבושת(
 .)ז"כת ןמיס טפשמ ןשוחב ןייעו( .הזב אצויכ לכב ושפנ ןכסל וא סנא ךומסל רוסאו

One must be careful not to put coins in one’s mouth, perhaps there is dried spit on them from 
those afflicted with boils. And one may not put one’s finger under one’s armpit, for perhaps one’s 
hand will touch something unclean or a bad smell. And one may not put a loaf of bread under 
one’s armpit, because of the sweat. And one may not put food or drink under the bed, for an evil 
spirit will dwell in them. And one may not wedge a knife into an etrog or a radish, for perhaps a 
person will fall on its projecting point and die. 

Comment: And similarly, one must be careful of all things that bring one to danger, for danger is 
more severely prohibited than other prohibitions, and one should suspect potential danger more 
than other potential violations of Jewish law, and therefore it is forbidden to walk in any place of 
danger, such as under a leaning wall or alone at night; and similarly it is forbidden to drink water 
from rivers at night, or to place your mouth against a trickle of water to drink, for in these things 
there is suspected danger. … And they further wrote that one should escape from the city when 
there is a matter (an event?) in the city, and one should escape at the start of the matter and not at 
its end. And all these are the matters that are because of danger, and one who guards one’s soul 
will distance oneself from them, and it is forbidden to rely upon a miracle or to endanger one’s 
soul with these or with things like them. 

Shulhan Arukh Even HaEzer 2:7
 … ןיפכנ תחפשממ אלו ןיערוצמ תחפשממ אל השא םדא אשי אל

A man may not marry a woman who is from a family of lepers nor from a family of 
epileptics…

Shulhan Arukh Yoreh Deah 336:1
 ירה ,ומצע ענומ םאו .אוה שפנ חוקיפ ללכבו .איה הוצמו .תואפרל אפורל תושר הרותה הנתנ
 אל והימו .תואפרתהל הכוז םדא לכה ןמ אלש ,ונאפריש ימ ול שי וליפאו ,םימד ךפוש הז
 … .םימד ךפוש הז ירה ,ןכ אל םאש ,ונממ לודג םש אהי אלו ,יקב אוה כ"אא האופרב קסעתי

The Torah gave permission to the doctor to heal. And it is a mitzvah. And it comes under 
the category of saving lives. And if a doctor prevented himself, this is considered the 
spilling of blood, even if there is someone who can heal him, for not every person is able 
to heal. However, one may not engage in healing unless he is expert, and not provided 
there is not a greater name than his, for if it this is so, it is spilling blood…. 
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Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe
It is advisable for one preparing to be married, to have himself tested. It is also proper to 
publicize the fact, via newspapers and other media, that such a test is available. It is clear 
and certain that absolute secrecy must be maintained to prevent anyone from learning 
the result of such a test performed on another. The physician must not reveal these to 
anyone... these tests must be performed in private, and, consequently, it is not proper to 
schedule these test in large groups as, for example, in Yeshivas, schools, or other similar 
situations.


